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What is Alzheimer’s disease? 

Alzheimer’s disease was the fourth leading cause 
of death in California in 2016. 

(National Center for Health Statistics. Stats of the State of California, 2016). 
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Alzheimer’s Disease Program

The State of California provides administrative oversight for:
 Ten California Alzheimer’s Disease Centers (CADCs)

 Diagnosis and treatment of patients
 Education and training of health professionals
 Evaluation of the ten Alzheimer’s Disease Centers

 Alzheimer’s Disease Research Tax Check-Off Fund
 Provision of more than $24 million in research funds to university 

researchers, medical centers, health systems, and others. 

 CA Senate Bill 613 (Guideline for Alzheimer’s Disease 
Management) and Senate Bill 833 (Early Diagnosis and 
Detection Toolkit)
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California Alzheimer’s Disease Center Locations

• UC Davis – Sacramento
• UC Davis – Walnut Creek
• UC San Francisco
• UC San Francisco – Fresno
• Stanford University

• UC Los Angeles
• University of Southern 

California (USC)
• USC – Rancho Los Amigos
• UC Irvine
• UC San Diego
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Assessment of Cognitive Complaints Toolkit

• Purpose:
– 1) to enable accurate diagnosis of dementia 

due to Alzheimer’s disease in a primary care 
setting,

– 2) to help clinicians identify situations where 
diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease is not 
straightforward, and 

– 3) help make appropriate referrals.



California Department of Public Health

Assessment of Cognitive Complaints Toolkit

• California Senate Bill 833
– Allocated $2.5 million from the CA Budget Act of 2016 

to each of the ten California Alzheimer’s Disease 
Centers

– The entire $2.5 million from CA SB 833 was evenly 
distributed to all ten Centers

– Legislation sponsored by the Alzheimer’s Association

– Funding ends June 30, 2019
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Assessment of Cognitive Complaints Toolkit

Importance of Early Detection and 
Diagnosis

The Toolkit is intended for the general 
clinical practice setting. 

Importance of Early Detection and Diagnosis

The Toolkit is intended for the general clinical practice setting.
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Assessment of Cognitive Complaints Toolkit

[Image: Example of how a question is handled]
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Assessment of Cognitive Complaints Toolkit

– Principles of the Underlying Toolkit

– Wellness Check/Identification of 
Significant Cognitive Complaints

– Full Assessment: History and Physical 
Exam

Principles of the Underlying Toolkit

Wellness Check/Identification of 
Significant Cognitive Complaints

Full Assessment: History and Physical Exam
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Assessment of Cognitive Complaints Toolkit

– Lab and Imaging Assessment

– Counseling

– Billing Guidance 

Lab and imaging assessment

Counseling

Bill guidance



Toolkit Innovation Pilot 
Geriatric Depression and Dementia Scale

• Stanford University - California 
Alzheimer’s Disease Center has 
developed the Geriatric Depression and 
Dementia Scale mobile application. 

• The Geriatric Depression and Dementia 
Scale mobile app is now publicly 
available for Android and iOS devices.

• Android: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/deta
ils?id=com.stanfordva.gdds

• iOS: 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id1363
062468
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id1363062468

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.stanfordva.gdds
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id1363062468


Toolkit Innovation Pilot 
Geriatric Depression and Dementia Scale
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Toolkit Innovation Pilot 
Geriatric Depression and Dementia Scale

• For more information on the 
Geriatric Depression and Dementia 
Scale, please visit the California 
Department of Public Health, 
Alzheimer’s Disease Program  
website at: 

• https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/
CCDPHP/DCDIC/CDCB/Pages/Alzh
eimersDiseaseResources.aspx

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/CDCB/Pages/AlzheimersDiseaseResources.aspx



Questions?
Caroline Peck, MD, MPH, FACOG
Chief, Chronic Disease and Injury Control Division
California Department of Public Health
California Chronic Disease Director
916) 552-9940 or 916 449-5700
caroline.peck@cdph.ca.gov

Terence Kelley, M.S. 
Chronic Disease Control Branch 
California Department of Public Health
(916) 552-9952
terence.kelley@cdph.ca.gov

Website: Alzheimer's Disease Program
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/CDCB/Page
s/AlzheimersDiseaseProgram.aspx 14
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