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What is Alzheimer’s disease? 

Alzheimer’s disease is a degenerative brain 
disease and the most common cause of 

dementia (Wilson et al., 2016).
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Other Causes/Types of Dementia

• Cerebrovascular Disease/Not Vascular Dementia
• Parkinson’s Disease
• Normal Pressure Hydrocephalus
• Progressive Supranuclear Palsy
• Depressive Mood Disorder
• Alcohol Abuse or Dependence
• Drug Abuse or Dependence
• Medication (toxic effect or metabolic derangement)
• Metabolic Disorder
• Toxin
• CNS Infection
• Space-occupying Lesion
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Alzheimer’s Disease Program

The State of California provides administrative oversight for:
 ten California Alzheimer’s Disease Centers (CADCs)

 Diagnosis and treatment of patients
 Education and training of professionals
 Evaluation of the ten Alzheimer’s Disease Centers

 Alzheimer’s Disease Research Tax Check-Off Fund
 Provision of more than $22 million in research funds to university 

researchers, medical centers, health systems, and others.  

The California Alzheimer's Disease Program was established pursuant to 
Assembly Bill 2225 (Felando, Chapter 1601, Statutes of 1984) and was expanded 

pursuant to Senate Bill (SB) 139 (Mello, Chapter 303, Statutes of 1988).
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California Alzheimer’s Disease Center Locations

• UC Davis – Sacramento
• UC Davis – Walnut Creek
• UC San Francisco
• UC San Francisco – Fresno
• Stanford University • UC Los Angeles

• USC
• USC – Rancho Los 

Amigos
• UC Irvine
• UC San Diego
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California Alzheimer’s Disease Center 
Primary Diagnoses
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Senate Bill 613
(Allen, Chapter 577, Statutes of 2015)

• Required CDPH to convene a multidisciplinary expert 
workgroup to update the 2008 Guideline for Alzheimer’s 
Disease Management (Guideline).

• On June 29, 2016: the Program, in partnership with the 
Alzheimer’s Association, conducted the workgroup 
comprised of stakeholder experts in Alzheimer’s disease. 

• The updated Guideline aligns with: 
– The “Let's Get Healthy California” Task Force Report (Goal 2. Living Well: 

Preventing and Managing Chronic Disease)   
– The California State Plan for Alzheimer's Disease: An Action Plan for 

2011-2021
– The California Wellness Plan, 2014 (Objective 2.4.1S)
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Guideline

• 4th edition of the California Alzheimer’s 
Clinical Care Guideline

• 4 Primary Topic Areas:
– Assessment
– Care Plan
– Education and Support
– Important Considerations
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Guideline
Assessment
– Understand (or know) the patient, by addressing the patient directly 

and by monitoring and reassessing changes. 

Care Plan
– Include beneficial interventions such as disease management, treat 

emotional, behavioral and/or mood symptoms, evaluate safety issues, 
document goals of care, promote healthy living, refer to clinical studies

Education and Support
– Connect with social and community support 

Important Considerations
– Include time sensitive issues such as advance planning, capacity 

evaluation, elder abuse, driving and eligibility for benefits
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Guideline

• The ten California Alzheimer’s Disease Centers will use 
this updated guideline for education of primary care 
physicians and residency training programs. 

• It is intended to help primary care physicians and 
physician extenders offer comprehensive care to patients 
with Alzheimer's disease.
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Guideline - Dissemination

• Online at the CDPH California Alzheimer's Disease Program website 
located at: 
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/CDCB/Pages/
AlzheimersDiseaseResources.aspx and 
http://www.caalz.org/2017%20Guidline%20FINAL%20RELEASE.pdf

• The Alzheimer’s Association held a meeting in May 2017  
disseminate the Guideline to a variety of professional trade 
associations and held a press conference with Dr. Charles DeCarli, 
M.D. Director of the  Alzheimer’s Disease Center at UC Davis.

• The Medical Board of California published the Guideline in the 
Summer 2017 Newsletter. 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/CDCB/Pages/AlzheimersDiseaseResources.aspx

http://www.caalz.org/2017%20Guidline%20FINAL%20RELEASE.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/CDCB/Pages/AlzheimersDiseaseResources.aspx
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• The Alzheimer’s Disease Program is currently 
working with the Federal Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality (AHRQ) to have the 
Guideline submitted to the National Guideline 
Clearinghouse. 

Guideline – Dissemination
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Guideline – Dissemination

• The Alzheimer’s Disease Program is currently working 
with the Physician Consortium for Performance 
Improvement (PCPI) to incorporate part of the Guideline 
into a recommended National Quality Forum clinical 
quality measure used by the Center for Medicaid and 
Medicare Services (CMS). 
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Early Detection and Diagnosis Update 

• Senate Bill 833
– Amended Section 125281 of the CA Health and Safety 

Code and allocated $2.5 million from the CA Budget 
Act of 2016 to each of the ten California Alzheimer’s 
Disease Centers

– Legislation sponsored by the Alzheimer’s Association

– The entire 2.5 million from SB 833 was evenly 
distributed to all ten Centers



California Department of Public Health

Early Detection and Diagnosis Toolkit 

• Purpose:
“The purpose of this toolkit is to enable accurate 
diagnosis of dementia due to Alzheimer’s disease 
in a primary care setting, and to help clinicians 
identify situations where diagnosis of 
Alzheimer’s disease is not straightforward and 
help make appropriate referrals.” 
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Early Detection and Diagnosis Toolkit 

• Why Early Detection and Diagnosis?

• The toolkit is intended for the general 
clinical practice setting. 
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Early Detection and Diagnosis Toolkit 

• General Principles: 
– The design of this toolkit is based on several 

principles, all of which are addressed by 
specific components of the toolkit.
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Early Detection and Diagnosis Toolkit 

• The toolkit will contain the following 
elements:
– Principles of the Underlying Toolkit

– Wellness Check/Identification of Significant Cognitive 
Complaints

– Full Assessment: History and Physical Exam
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Early Detection and Diagnosis Toolkit 

• The toolkit will contain the following 
elements:
– Lab and Imaging Assessment

– Counseling

– Billing Guidance 



Questions?
Caroline Peck, MD, MPH, FACOG
Chief, Chronic Disease and Injury Control Division
California Department of Public Health
California Chronic Disease Director
916) 552-9940 or 916 449-5700
caroline.peck@cdph.ca.gov

Terence Kelley, M.S. HCA, Program Lead
Alzheimer’s Disease Program
California Department of Public Health
(916) 552-9952
terence.kelley@cdph.ca.gov

Website: Alzheimer's Disease Program
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/CDCB/Page
s/AlzheimersDiseaseProgram.aspx 23

mailto:caroline.peck@cdph.ca.gov
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